Giant insulinoma: case report and review of the literature.
An insulinoma is a rare pancreatic endocrine tumor that is typically sporadic, solitary, and less than 2 cm in diameter. Fewer than 5% of insulinomas are larger than 3 cm. Ninety percent or more of all insulinomas are benign. Larger tumors are more likely to be malignant. We report a case of a giant pedunculated insulinoma, measuring 9 cm in diameter and weighing 100 g, with amyloid deposits accounting for 70% of the tumor volume. At the time of operation, no local invasion or metastatic disease was identified. On pathological evaluation, the tumor was classified as an insulinoma of uncertain biological behavior. In addition to describing the clinical presentation and operative findings, criteria for determining malignancy are outlined, a detailed pathological description is presented, and the 2000 World Health Organization Classification for Pancreatic Endocrine Neoplasms is reviewed.